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admirer of natural scenery. He had
earned golden opinions of Elphinstone
for his political sagacity, military valour
and scholarship. No sooner did he set
foot on these hills and see all the ad-
vantages bestowed by nature there, than
he conceived high ideas of utilising them
for the benefit of humanity. He remained
there only for a month or two, but was
greatly charmed by the romantic scenery
and the bracing climate of that place. Be-
ing attached to the Madras Army, he had
on many an occasion seen the Nilgiri Hills,
which were then highly talked of as very
likely to be made a sanitarium for Euro-
pean invalids in India, and had attracted
considerable attention of Government.
Colonel Briggs, therefore, noted with care
all the prospective advantages of Maha-
baleshwar, if it were made a sanitarium for
the Bombay Presidency. On his coming
back to Satara, he tried to impress them
on the mind of the Raja, and induced him
to make a good road to Mahabaleshwar as
it was essential for communication. The
Raja being shrewd enough to understand
the importance of the Resident's sugges-
tions readily promised him co-operation